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- Lawyers . squared: off “in
,lt_)pening}istatements : yesterday
tin: the' medical ‘malpractice suit
‘against a - Bayonne doctor
whose patient died five day:
(after a lymph ‘hode and lung’
| blopsy procedure in 2008, offi-
| clals said. - S
;f.,“.Sometime:s bad ' things
| happeni 1o ‘géod ‘people,:. bu

sometimes’ bad- things: happen
that shouldn’t happen,”’ said -

] senting the ‘widower .of Cecille
Vida, 486, of Bayonne, in-the suit’

i against Dr; Margaret Engel. .. -
o The trial is ‘being heard :in :
Hudson County Superior. Court -
nJersey Clty. oo
--Vida went .to: Bayonne-
Medical Center on Nov. 19, 2006
complaining. of ‘shortness: of:
breath- and -tests: revealed she
suffered from'severe pulmonary
_hypertension ‘and had’ woller;

~lymphnodes in her lung;: -+
~ The suit alleges the biopsy
Pprocedure’ represented a: great

and-should nothave been done

- without ‘first pursuing. low-risk
tests. During “the: procedure,
Vida's oxygen lévél fell ‘and she
was on'a ventilator until “her .

_death; Cbui:"t papers say. .

W

below, that was played duting hey trial y

Christian LoPiano, who is repre- -

“trgatment,

“already
risk -due to ‘the ‘hypertension

-of specjalist

www.nj.com/hudsoncotntynow

*-Five: other doctors originally

~-named in-the suit have settled,
~.but’ LoPiano ‘argued ‘that Engel -
was -negligent: in -her ‘role  as
‘Vida'sprimary pliysician
“because she

wag' to ‘oversee the

‘Neéil Réisman, -

‘Engel’s lawyer;)

ettled with ' other.
“doctors and wes noéw sesking to
switcli the. blame ‘ohto Engel,
‘whé had¥elied on the décisions
s she consulted ‘on

how to best tieat Vida, - 7 -

" .. The “defénse ' attorney *sald

doctors could hiave begun treat:

ing Vida for hypertensiorn but it

s videotaped deposition of Dr. Margaret Engel,
rior Court in Jersey City. i .

- represented. - ¢ -

said ‘yesterday ‘the'plaintiff has .

- interest and
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was_their consensus that:a
biopsy was ‘more ptessing:éven
if it presented risk because. it
was-important to-learn 'if ithe
lymph nodes were ! fancerous
and if.so; what type.of

i

~"Reisman said testimony ill
show Engel acted in Vida’s best

ligent, -+ - ,‘

T T TS BEEP :'::::
He said even the correct prac--
tice of medicine can sometimes

yield poor outcomes,

MICHAELANGELO CONTE can be
geaclled_a; mcqnte@j}oumal.com.
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